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Jubilee...any season or occasion of rejoicing onviggt

By Joe Landis
Peaceful Living Executive Director

November 2007 turned out to be the month loilge for 6 fami-
lies whose children are planning to move into thigilde House this
fall. Jubilee House was approved for fundingThis has been a life
long journey for parents who are continually dogbggdhe question:
“where will my child live after I'm gone?” More sp#ically, these
six families have been working closely with RockMennonite
Community who have made a serious commitment of fimd money
to help bring Jubilee House to fruition. When Wag@iemens, Chair
of the board of RMC, heard of the opportunity teisisthese families
back in the mid-90’s he responded quickly by offgrio help in what
ever way they could as a Continuing Care Retirer@@mhmunity.
Little did RMC know of the arduous journey aheaxdsting 12 years.
But from the first steps taken by RMC, along with Representative
Paul Clymer, the families, and different agencié®Wwelped along
the way, it has been a successful journey. RM®@imting the land
remnemonnzcomry  TOF the house and leading the process of appraeded to open the

home this fall. Jubilee House will be providing I2dur care to the 6

NORTH ELEVATION

individuals.
Residential Planning Group initiated, and published
By Sally Adams 30 hours of supervision per week. Staff will slegpthe prem-
P.L.A.C.E Editor ises. Staffing will combine full time paid stafficivolunteers.

A general meeting was organized by Peaceftihgiin June of The Residential Planning Group has set up a groesging on
2007 to estimate and categorize the level of istdreand/or need March 2 (Sunday) from 2 to 3:30 PM at the Salforeivonite
for residential services among Peaceful Living fasi The inter- Church, 480 Groff's Mill Road, Harleysville to pess the

- - plans and locate interestémilies. An
Svsetr;"?jrgfa,ttfx':stggc?é‘gjbti Gehman House Informational Meeting| august- September 2008 opening would
a small but representative com- Sunday March 2nd, 2:00 PM  |be '?'ESLR dential Planming Grous
fmu:t:_ei\elz"? OliJrLdtr?eesdte?/SeTl)Strzgsf ) Salford Mennonite Church also dzve?(?;eednaiﬁ ad?n?gé?(?n f(r)(r)rlrj1pth:tS
of its resgidential comp(?nent. See article for details combines standard admission informa-
The Residential Planning Group tion with important breakdowns from the

was formed. Since the Group’s work was of criticirest to the @ Survey about what people were looking for indestial ser-
larger PL population, the idea of a newsletter gquiskly adopted. Vices. A financial information has also been depetbfor pro-
The newsletter was christened with the acronymQ.E. spective reS|dents.an(_:i their fam|I|es_. In addit®sjx person
(PeacefulLiving Acting with CreativeEnergy). The concept was Pudget has been finalized, and two issues of PALEAwill be
based loosely upon Leonard Bernstein’s and Stepbedheim’s ~Produced and distributed each year. For more irdtiom, call
song entitled “Somewhere” from West Side Story vehiysics in-  Sally Adams at (215) 947-5118, or e-mail her at sal
dicate optimistically “somewhere — there’s a pléareus”. It salley@aol.com.
seemed a hopeful way to approach the developmentioh
needed residential services for adults with meneti@rdation.

Last summer, an anonymous “angel” donated ad¢ealled the
Gehman House) to the Peaceful Living Organizatidbhe house
will be a “private pay” facility in the Soudertomes with more than

Just Crusin Donates Car to PL

By Rich Lindberg
Dovetail Editor

In November of 2007,
Peaceful Living was
given a car by Rick
Krause, an auto repair
shop owner from
Schwenksville. The car ig
a 1994 Mercury Tracer,
and Alex Laschinski is

Joe Landis and Rick Krause (r) at Just Crud@ driver currently. Hav-
Photo by Jan Landis  ing been the parent of a
child with a disability,

Rick “has a heart for our work and ministry,” s&daceful Living’s
Executive Director, Joe Landis, and was approablyeitbe about
selling Peaceful Living a car at a discount. “dth you one better.
I'll give you one,” was Rick’s reply. When the Mesmite Volun-
tary Service Unit opens in the Fall of 2008, thas will be used by
the workers living there.




PL welcomes
Sokun Khea

By Rich Lindberg
Dovetail Editor

Sokun Kheok’s idea of what Peacet
ful Living does is pretty simple.
“Everything [we] do is focused on peqg-
ple with disabilities. They try to find
the best way to help out,” she says.
That, and getting to know new people,
have lead Sokun to greatly enjoy her
time in the United States.

Having come to Peaceful Living
this past August, Sokun is working in
the Peaceful Living office. She came
through Mennonite Central Commit-
tee, as part of their International Visi-
tor Exchange Program. Sokun’s routd
to Peaceful Living was not the straightr
est one. Sokun chose to join Peacefu|
Living because the help was needed | peaceful Living employees and family at the ChrisrRarty on December 8th.
immediately. at the same time as a fi- Photo courtesy of Peaceful Livin
nal exam at school, so | prayed. It turhs

out that the professor could not makegyen pefore that, Sokun was not cer-more, Sokun has made new friends

the exam on time, so | could do the  tajn she could make her final interviewith people outside of her work and
interview,” she said. to come to the United States. “It was church communities. She also enjoys

~

%
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scheduled at the same time as a finaher work in the Peaceful Living office.
exam at school, so | prayed. It turns During her free time in the eve-
out that the professor could not makenings, Sokun is taking German and
the exam on time, so | could do the Spanish over the Internet, and is taking
interview,” she said. violin lessons from DD Wolf, with

Now that she is here, and has gottghom Sokun is staying while in the
to know people in the area, those nevitates. Sokun attends at Salford Men-
interactions have been meaningful tononite Church. She is also working on
her. “Having relationships with peo- a business plan, for when she returns to
ple” is one of the most enjoyable Cambodia, where she is pursuing a
things she has experienced thus far. Husiness administration degree at uni-

Sokun Kheok in the Peaceful Living never expected that” she said, and versity. She hopes to open her own
office. Photo by Joe Landis.2dded that she has gotten to know pdmsiness shortly after returning to
ple at church, and at work. Further- Cambodia this coming August.
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Save the Date! Featured Speakers/Presenters

Peaceful LIVIﬂg Presents - Richard Steele, Ph.D. — Seattle Pacific Uni-

. - versity, Professor of Moral and Historical Theol-
Honormg a Place for People with ogy and father of a daughter with a disability; au-

Disabilities and their Families thor of (among numerous books and articles) a

book chapter, Five Things I'd Like a Youth Minis-
Saturday, September 13, 2008 ter to Know about Disabilities
7:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. - Bill Gaventa , M.Div., Associate Professor
and Director, The Elizabeth M. Boggs Center on
] Developmental Disabilities, UMDNJ-Robert

Salford Mennonite Church Wood Johnson Medical School; Co-editor of the

840 Groff's Mill Road, Harleysville, PA 19438 Journal of Religion, Disability, and Health; Col-
umnist for Insight, the national newsletter for the

New Presenter and New Seminar just added ArcUSA.

International known author and presehli@ns The key goals of our conference are to:
Reinders who is the Willem van der Bergh Professor Enrich congregational life by welcoming peo-
of Ethics and Mental Disability at the Vrije Univer ple with disabilities and recognizing their gifts.
siteit in Amsterdam, has just accepted our inwtatbd .  provide church leaders with knowledge and
be part of our conference. He likes to talk aboliatv tools to feel confident and competent as they
he calls..“ethics on the work floor”. His semineitl  reach out to people with disabilities and their
focus on ethical issues faced by people in diggbili families
services, and how the church can help direct atadf Registration brochures will be available by May,
professionals who work in that area. He as just pUb2008 If you want to be sure to receive one,
”Shed;ReCEiVing the Gift of FriendShip: Profound p|ease submit your contact information to Betsy
Disability, Theological Anthropology and Ethics  Roush [betsyroush@comcast.net]. Check our

Eerdmans Publishing. (February, 2008). We are exwebsite for further information, updates and reg-
tremely fortunate to have him at our conference. istration: WWW.peacefu”i\/inqlorq
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