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Peaceful Living Mission: Creating Belonging for Persons with Disabilitiesthih a Faith Community

Future G roup ful Living was the recipient of the house. It iscause
of generous individuals like this donor, who wishes

Home Donated remain anonymous, who have a heart of compassion fo

individuals with disabilities, that our communitarc be
to Peaceful L|V| ngas caring and compassionate as it is.
As Peaceful Living tries to respond to tlemah, we
are looking for a house for a Mennonite Voluntaer-S
By Joe Landis vice Unit to be a home for 6-8 volunteers in thei®o-
Peaceful Living Director ton-Telford area. If you have interest in donatimgent-
ing a house for this purpose, please contact Jodita

In the late 1980's and early 1990's | was involvede- —
curing investors to purchase and or build homes &
could be used for group homes. As you would imaghs
there were not a lot of people who would be williag
invest in a property that would house 5-8 persoith &
developmental disabilities, whose funding was
guaranteed one year at a time. At the time of tine
chase, the investor informed me he would donatef§]
house to the cause when the time was right. Ighbat &
the time, what a generous offer from a generouk sou
Earlier this year | was informed the houses\going
to be donated to Peaceful Living and this summearces

Seminary Student Completes Internship

By Rich Lindberg counselor. Give and take,” she continued.

DoveTail Editor From October 2006 to August 2007, Joanne
“It's not just going in and helping. It's itding rela- has volunteered at Peaceful Living as an interauin

tionships,” said Joanne Hoffman at her kitchen dalblatfield Biblical Seminary. She was a student ie th

She is talking about her work with Peaceful Liviagd Masters in Counseling Program, from which she gradu

her experience with the families she works withvel ated in June of this year. Part of the programsciait

learned patience, listening, which is important #r700 hours of experience in a job situation sucly€2)

Coordinator for Friendship Connection Chosen

a break for knee surgery this summer, Loretta wibikie

Peaceful Living for almost 2 yearslow, she has ac-

cepted the position of Friendship Connection Catattir.
Managing the family business “taught me &bou

: leadership, and taught me how to deal with allssoft

| personalities, skills, and values,” said Loretthe &lso

volunteered in the first Hilltop Sunday School sldsr

w persons with developmental disabilities that wagube

g at Salford Mennonite Church. This experience magte h

\| “aware of children with disabilities, and gave mae

% | passion for them.”

: The work of Friendship Connection is verypon

iak| tant to Loretta. She understands that “every hubgimg
needs friendships. Many times, persons with digesl

Joe Landis, Sarah Immerman, and Loretta Moyer after  are limited in their opportunities to meet frien&sich per-

presentation at Horsham Rotary &hgtJoe Landissons need a friend like anyone else, so someoneeided
to orchestrate it.” Loretta sees this as her resipdity.

By Rich Lindberg Friendship Connection should “educate vaarg

DoveTail Editor about disabilities, [and] take away the fear thabpie

“To make them feel cared for and loved. Atirgy have of persons with developmental disabilitiegyss
people where they are at, and for who they areirigp\oretta. She is looking for “loving, caring peopiéo
them unconditionally.” This is Loretta Moyerimodus can share of themselves, and are interested imeiga
operandiwhen it comes to working with others. Loreffa€ir own safe place. Volunteers are very impdrtan
is Peaceful Living’s Friendship Connection Coordinatshe continued. “They have to be willing to stretait-
and she has already begun her job recruiting pdoplis side of their comfort zone”.
work. Loretta looks forward to meeting with indluals

Loretta has been married to Larry Moyer tgraat and volunteers. “My aim is to be the connectingspar
Rockhill Mennonite Church, for 39 years. Beforeimgk between two persons, and help them become friends.”



German Exchange Student Joins Peaceful Living

~ ‘,!

s | By Rich Lindberg volunteers around the world to aid others, andnfics-
DoveTail Editor sionary work. fch bin stressig(l am stressing), Albert
said when asked how he was. Though he knows plenty
Albert Horsch, a 2Df English, Albert felt it easier to be interviewedGer-
year-old gentleman fromman, and so Peaceful Living founder Joe Landis, iwho
| Germany, has joinedluent in German, interviewed him over the phone on
B Peaceful Living as a fullAugust 23,
time staff person. Albert  Asked about his education background, Albart
comes from the town ofhat he is a high school graduate. He had beemipgrs
Delmenhorst, outside oélectrical engineering, but soon felt that it wasren
Bremen in the Lowenmportant to help others. “| saw it as a need, bsed
Saxony state in Northerfelt it was hard to find [workers] in the area ofigntal
Germany. health],” said Albert.
Albert Horsch. Having arrived on He is looking forward to learning more Enblis
Photo by Joe Landisugust 2%, Albert is gaining independence, and working with mentally
living with Larry and handicapped persons. Albert feels that he “likebeip
Loretta Moyer in Telford. He comes through Logos people,” and is “patient and a good listener.” Athweill
ternational, a Russian-German organization thatlsém® with Peaceful Living for one year.

Seminary Student Completes | nternship

as the work that Peaceful Living offers. “We hanhia-
istry fair at Biblical, and Elizabeth Howes (Peatdfiv-
ing Program Director), was a speaker. After prayi
about it, | felt God leading me there,” Joanne lteda“l
liked the fact that they were a smaller, Christagani-
zation.” ;
While her education kept her quite busy wihd- |
ing, papers, and other assignments, her clientghta
Joanne about herself. “They help me to look at thysé
an introspection of who | am in God's sight,” sleds |
Joanne enrolled in the Counseling program at Biblic
gain training for counseling ministry at her churttope g2
Community Church in Gilbertsville. This ministry e
lieves that “true change can only come through thedtim Hunsberger with her friend, Joanne Hoffman (r).
change. We walk with people through their lives, tye Photo by Joe Landis
to build relationships,” Joanne said. For her, mhest lies, and she understood basic principles of cdimse
positive thing about working at Peaceful Living vMuso it was easy to introduce her to families. Thetkeher
be “building relationships.” success is that she genuinely cares about thegpsbels
Elizabeth Howes said that having Joannesaté&ful serving. She goes above and beyond.”
Living has “definitely been a benefit. Her counsgli Joanne lives in East Coventry Township witr
courses prepared her to work with individuals aamif husband and two teenaged children.

Save the N Save the
vethe  @@pPeqcefulLiving  Save!

Creating belonging for persons with disabilities within a faith community.

Sponsors
A Conference for Congregational Leadership, Families and Caregivers
Enhancing Outreach to & Inclusion
of People with Disabilities and their Families
Saturday, September 13, 2008

Salford Mennonite Church

480 Groff's Mill Road, Harleysville, PA 19438
Check our website for further information, updates and registration:
www.peacefulliving.org

What attendees have said about our Conference dffdgrunch
earlier this fall concerning Bill Gaventa, who wallso be present-
ing at our conference in September 2008: ..
“Thanks for the invite today -- good meetirggources and Vi- |

sion for our congregations...”

- Larry Moyer, Pastor, Rockhill Mennonite Church
“I read through my notes with (my wife) on Bill&dK. It was excel- B Y
lent in many ways. It isn't often when you get meays of looking Bill Gaventa, M.Div.
at something that you are familiar with.” Associate Professor

-Paul Miller, FounderseeJesus.nednd parent of an adult ?r:feECItOfb io&nfgun't)(’:a':d CoggfelgaUOf:él\Li:DPOFtS
. e elizabe 0ggs Center on Developmental i S
with developmental disabilities UMDNJ-Robert Wood Johnson Medical School
850 Old Skippack Road, P.O. Box 130 — Lederach, P29450 P:(610)
287-1200



