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The Divine Nature of Enduring Friendship 
 

When Bob Croasdale was matched with Jeff Metz through Peaceful 
Living’s Friendship Connection program, he never could have imag-
ined that a few years later he would be walking Jeff’s daughter 
down the aisle on her wedding day. However, circumstances  – 
some sad and some joyful – guided these lives to intersect in a way 
that can only be considered divine. 
 

In 2008, Loretta Moyer, Friendship Connection Program Director, 
spoke about the program at Rockhill Mennonite Church. After her 
talk, Jeff Metz told Loretta that he would like to become a friend to 
a person with a disability. She soon matched Bob Croasdale, a resi-
dent of Skippack being served by KenCrest, with Jeff Metz. 
 

Jeff soon made Bob a part of his family. Whatever fun activities 
Jeff’s family was doing – picnics, Eagles or Phillies games – Bob was 
right in the middle of things. 
 

Then came the bad news. Jeff had cancer. It was fast moving, and 
he soon passed away. Loretta contacted Jeff’s widow Janet to see 
how she felt about continuing her family’s friendship with Bob. 
Janet confirmed her family’s desire to maintain their strong con-
nection with Bob. 
 

It was not long before Jeff and Janet Metz’s daughter Elisabeth was 
engaged and planning her wedding. Elisabeth decided that in her 
father’s absence she wanted Bob to walk her down the aisle. With 
Bob’s agreement that he would give the bride away “for Jeff,” the 
Metzes and Elisabeth’s fiancé Kevin swung into action, getting Bob 
fitted for a tuxedo at Today’s Man, rehearsing with him, and – of 

course – 
including 
him in the 
rehearsal 
dinner. 
As the 
wedding 
day ap-
proached, 
Janet Metz 
said, “I am 
looking 

forward to Bob walking my precious daughter down the aisle…If 
Jeff can’t do it, then Bob is the next best person to do it.” 
 

This Fall the wedding went smoothly – just as planned. As Bob de-
livered Elisabeth to her groom, Bob gave Kevin a high five. One 
can’t help but think that, looking down on this perfect day, Jeff 
Metz had a high five for Bob, too. 
 

The Friendship Connection program has matched 78 people with 
disabilities with friends in the community. 40 of those pairings con-
tinue under Peaceful Living’s oversight. The Metz family story is an 
ideal scenario of fully including a person with a disability in one’s 
family; however, meaningful friendships can blossom with a com-
mitment of as little as 2 hours per month. For more information on 
Friendship Connection, contact Loretta Moyer, 610-287-1200,  
lorettamoyer@juno.com.    

Bob Croasdale fills in for his deceased friend Jeff Metz to walk Jeff’s 
daughter Elisabeth down the aisle. Bob and Jeff were matched by 
the Friendship Connection program in 2008. Photo by: Janet Metz 
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Peaceful Living will not deny 
employment on the basis of 
race, color, religious creed, sex, 
age, disability, national origin, 
political affiliation, or ancestry. 

SAVE THE DATE 
Tuesday, May 1, 2012  

Join Us for 
“Sowing Hope: Hearing, Respecting, and  

Supporting Our Veterans” 
Where: Peter Becker Community, 815 Maplewood Dr. 

Harleysville, PA 19438 
From 6:00 to 9:30 pm 

Keynote Speaker: Ann Marie Donohue, Ph.D. is founder and 
faculty advisor of the Student Veterans Organization at Montgom-
ery County Community College. She was a contributing member 
to the 2007 Brain Injury Consensus Conference, convened to pro-
vide recommendations for treatment and care for Iraq and Af-
ghanistan veterans with traumatic brain injury. Ann Marie has be-
come a champion for veterans returning home  from war zones 
and helping them reacclimate to their communities. Her presenta-
tions include “From War Zone to College Campus: An Invisible and 
Emerging Population,” and “Veterans and Homecoming: Issues in 
Transition and Community Response.”Ann Marie’s discussion will 
focus on welcoming veterans into or back into your faith commu-
nity when they return from duty. 

For more information about Peaceful     
Living or to find out how you can become 
more involved, scan the code to the right 
with your Smartphone.    

mailto:lorettamoyer@juno.com
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 I/we want to help people with disabilities live satisfying lives in our community. Please accept my/our gift in the amount of  
_____$1,000 _____$500 _____$250 _____$100 _____Other 

To donate online, visit: http://www.peacefulliving.org/donate 
I would like my donation to be used for: 

____ Friendship Connection  ____ Congregational Services  ____ Creative Gifts  ____ Other (please designate) _____________________ 
 

__________________________________________  ______________________________________________________ 
Donor’s Name(s)      Email 

__________________________________________                       ______________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address      City   State  ZIP 

__________________________________________  ______________________________________________________ 
Phone Number      Company Name, If Any 
 

Please make checks payable to Peaceful Living and mail checks to: 2210 Shelly Road, Suite 2, Harleysville, PA  19438. 
Phone 610.287.1200 • Fax 610.287.7121 • Website www.peacefulliving.org 

Peaceful Living is a 501(c)3 charitable organization. The official registration and financial information of Peaceful Living may be obtained by  
calling toll free within Pennsylvania 1.800.732.0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.  

Gifts are tax deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. 

Thank you for your support! 

www.facebook.com/creatingbelonging 
Subscribe to Joe Landis’ Blog at:  
http://friendshippilgrimage.posterous.com/ 

Dear Friend of Peaceful Living, 
 

Now in our 11th year, Peaceful Living continues to expand its programs to fully integrate 
people with intellectual disabilities and their families into community life. Everything we do 
recognizes the gifts of people with disabilities and aims to share those gifts with the wider 
world. I’ll highlight just a few of our programs to give you a sense of this. 
 

Our new Autism Initiative responds directly to calls from parents and their adult children 
who have Autism Spectrum Disorders to provide opportunities for inclusion in the fabric of 
community – through congregations, employment, and volunteerism. Today, one in 115 
children has an Autism diagnosis. Our goal is to reduce their isolation and enrich our com-
munities by tapping into their gifts. To carry this work forward, we created a new position, 
Autism Specialist, and welcomed Sally Linder to that role. 
 

Volunteerism is important to the individuals we serve. On average, they donate almost 100 
hours per month volunteering at Meals on Wheels, Living Hope Farm, Living Branches, and 
more. Giving of ourselves creates meaning in our lives. People with disabilities deserve and 
want such experiences. 
 

The Friendship Connection Program matches people with disabilities with a caring friend in 
the community. Those who participate in the program, myself included, receive much more 
than we give. The story about Bob Croasdale and Jeff Metz (on the flip-side of this newslet-
ter) describes just such a friendship. Many of us assume that friendship is a “given” in life. 
Imagine having no close associate outside your immediate family who is not a paid care-
giver. It’s hard to conceive of that. As a mother told Joe Landis, “If my daughter could have 
just one friend, I would be happy.” Though we have made 78 matches, many individuals 
eagerly await a friend. 
 

Much more goes on here day-in and day-out. There is much more to be done. We rely on 
the generosity of supporters like you to assure that our brothers and sisters with disabilities 
lead satisfying lives in our community. 
 

Will you help to enrich the lives of people with disabilities and their families by invest-
ing in the holistic approach of Peaceful Living? We sincerely appreciate your support! 
 

In Christ’s love, 
 
 
 

Janet Foderaro 
Board Chair 

Autism Specialist Joins Our Staff 
 

We welcome Sally Linder as our Autism 
Specialist to lead our new Autism Initiative. 
Sally recently retired from North Penn 
School District where she served as a Spe-
cial Education teacher for 27 years. During 
that time, she supported students all along 
the Autism spectrum in the classroom, in 
social skills groups and/or in her work as 
Transition Coordinator through employ-
ment or job training.  
 

Currently a member of the Adult Services 
Committee, Sally served for 12 years on the 
Board of Directors of the Greater Philadel-
phia Chapter of the Autism Society of 
America. She holds a Masters Degree in 
Social Work from the University of Wiscon-
sin, Madison, where her training focused on 
working with families of children with dis-
abilities and school social work. Perhaps 
Sally’s greatest insights into the world of 
Autism spring from being the parent of a 
young adult with Autism. She says her 
daughter, who will soon turn 20, is her inspi-
ration. 
 

Sally is working to improve the quality of 
the lives of our participants with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders and their families. She 
will be applying for Peaceful Living to be-
come a provider for various services for the 
Adult Autism Waiver program. Sally pro-
vides consultation and training for staff. In 
addition, she plans to develop an employ-
ment program. Contact Sally at  
610-287-1200, slinder@peacefulliving.org. 

http://www.peacefulliving.org/donate
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